What is ArtsSmarts?

ArtsSmarts is a nation-wide education initiative dedicated to improving the lives and learning capacity of Canadian children by injecting arts into their academic programs. In classrooms across the country, artists and educators, schools and communities collaborate to integrate arts into the daily work of students studying core subjects such as social studies, math and language arts. ArtsSmarts projects are designed to suit local circumstances and reflect locally-shaped themes. They are planned and executed through partnerships involving artists, arts organizations, community organizations, teachers and schools and school boards. 

ArtsSmarts projects are designed to engage and enhance student learning of core subjects. Across the country, ArtsSmarts has been demonstrating that by integrating the arts into school curriculum we can make core curriculum more relevant and meaningful to students. ArtsSmarts projects capture the imagination and build the confidence of disengaged young people and create an enthusiastic atmosphere of active learning among students, teachers and artists. Teachers and students involved with ArtsSmarts projects have reported fewer missed school days by students, greater student effort and enthusiasm and a higher level of understanding of the curriculum. They have also reported that students were more willing to collaborate with each other and in particular, with students they wouldn’t normally associate with, demonstrating that ArtsSmarts also fosters a feeling of respect, understanding and inclusion amongst students. Student engagement is a key factor in keeping children in school.

Who is ArtsSmarts?

The Waterloo Regional Arts Council is serving as the lead organization for a broad-ranging group of individuals and organizations interested in developing such a program in Waterloo Region. A Steering committee made up of individuals and representatives from area arts organizations will be the decision making body for ArtsSmarts.

Phase One (February –August 2008):

As a first step, ArtsSmarts Waterloo Region will undertake a six-month scoping exercise to explore the possibility of launching a program designed for Cambridge, Kitchener, Waterloo and the surrounding townships, and determine the scope and shape of a regional ArtsSmarts initiative. 

Project goals include:

· A detailed mapping of current arts in education activities throughout the region

· Liaison with ArtsSmarts national and exisiting ArtsSmarts programs from coast to coast

· Research comparable programs local, provincial, national and international

· Dialogue with the community about the ArtsSmarts model

· Identification of needs, opportunities and obstacles

· Recommendations regarding the feasibility, character, emphasis, shape and scope of program

· Identify potential partners

· Identify other funding sources

· Design a pilot project


Phase Two (September 2008–July 2009) &

Phase Three (September 2009-July 2010):
Phase two and three of the ArtsSmarts project will be the pilot phase where we will be testing the program in at least 5 classrooms (per phase). Each project will consist of at least one artist working with a classroom teacher and will preferably involve at least one additional community organization.

How Can I/My Organization Get Involved?

There are many wonderful opportunities for both community organizations and individuals to get involved in ArtsSmarts Waterloo Region including:

· Join the Advisory Circle. This is the wide body of people who would like to see ArtsSmarts Waterloo Region become a reality. They will be called upon from time to time to offer their opinions on programming, can participate in our focus groups, etc.

· Nominate someone to the Steering Committee. The Steering Committee will be a group of 3-7 people who will act as the decision making body for ArtsSmarts Waterloo Region.

· Suggest someone for our Artist’s roster. We are forming a list of artists interested in participating in the pilot projects.

· Suggest someone for our Teacher’s roster. We are also forming a list of teachers interested in participating in the pilot projects.

· Suggest a pilot project. Have a great idea for a project involving a teacher and an artist? We welcome your thoughts.

For more information on ArtsSmarts Waterloo Region or to get involved, please contact Project Coordinator Gabrielle Clermont at 519.239.6972 or by email at gabriellec@rogers.com
For more information on the National ArtsSmarts program check out www.artssmarts.ca
